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	Waka Ama
	Introduction
	The Waka Ama Aotearoa NZ Culture of Waka Ama booklet aims to share, educate, and develop the culture within the sport of waka ama here in Aotearoa with all of our waka ama whānau.
	This booklet provides basic information on the history of waka ama, the shared values that underpin our sport, and the culture within our sport.
	We encourage our waka ama whānau to engage in the culture of waka ama to ensure the shared vision, values, and integrity of waka ama is upheld and brings to life, ‘Waka Ama - mā te katoa, mō āke tonu!’ ‘Waka Ama - for all, for life!’.

	Waka Ama History in Aotearoa
	The sport of waka ama in Aotearoa originates from the powerful history and waka traditions of Polynesian transportation methods throughout the Pacific. Waka were used not only as methods of transport, but also as a way for understanding the deep cultural values, practices, and connection with the environment.

	Pictured from left: Pili Muaulu, Matahi Whakataka- Brightwell and Kris Kjeldsen.

